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Aware tha the working group of he Conmission on Himan Rights to elaborate a
draft declarationin accordance with paagraph 5 of he General Assembly resolution 49214
of 23 December 1994 fas hdd 11sessionsbeween 1995 ad 2006,

Consdeingtha the General Assembly, in its resolution 59174 of 20 cember 2004,
urges al patiesinvadved in the process of negotiation o dother utmog to carry ou
successfully themandée of the working goup and  present to the General Assembly for
adopion & soon & posible afind draft United Nationsdeclaration on herights of indigenous
peoples,

Stessing tha paagrgph 1270f the outtcome doaument of the 2005 World Summit,
adopted by the General Assembly inits resolution 604 of 16 Sptember 2005, eaffi rms the
commitment of theinternational community to adopta find draft United Nationsdeclaration on

therights of indigenouspeoples as soon & posible,

Taking nok of the report of the working goup on ts eeventh session, which took
placein Genevafrom 5 to 16 December 2005 and from30 Bnuay to 3 February 2006
(E/CN.4/2006/79),

Wdcomng the concluson of the Charperson-Rapporteur in paagrgph 30 ofthe report of

the working group ad his proposl as contained in annex | to the report,

1. Adopts the United NationsDeclaration onthe Rights of IndigenousPeoples as
propo®d by the Charperson-Rapporeur of the working group of he Commission on Human
Rights to daborde adraft declarationin accordance with paragraph 5 ofthe General Assembly
resolution 49214 of 23 Ecember 1994 n annex | to the report of the working groyp on ts
eleventh session (HCN.4/2006/79);,

2. Recommendsto the General Assembly tha it adopt the following drdt resolution:
The General Assembly,

Taking noe of Human Rights Coundl resolution 2006E of E June2006,in which the
Coundl adopted the text of the United NationsDeclaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
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1. Expresses its appreciation to the Coungl for the adopion of the United Nations

Declaration on he Rights of IndigenousPeoples;
2. Adopts the Declaration as contained in the annex to Cound resolution 2006E.

Annex

UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE
RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES*

PP1 Affirming tha indigenouspeoples are equd to dl other peoples, while recognzing
theright of all peoplesto be different, to condgder themselves different, and o berespected as
such,

PP2 Affirming also that dl peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of

civilizationsand altures, which congitute the common heitage of hunmankind,

PP3 Affirming further that al dodrines, policies and pratices based on or @vocating
supeiority of peoples or individuds on te basis of naional origin, racid, rdigious ethnic or
culturd differences are recist, scientifically false, legally invdid, morally condeannable and

sodally unug,

PP4 Reaffirming also that indigenouspeoples, in theexercise of their rights, should be

free from discrimination ofany kind,

PP5 Concarned tha indigenouspeoples have suffered from historic injugices as a result
of, inter dia, ther colonization and dspossession of ther lands territories and resourcaes, thus
preventing them from exercising, in paticular, ther rightto development in accordance with
ther own needsandinterests,

* Thetext contained haein is thethird column (CharmanOgproposi) of annex | to
doaument E/CN.4/2006779.
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PP6 Recognizingthe urgent need to respect and pronote the inherent rights of
indigenouspeoples which deive from ther political, econamic and ©cda srudures and from
their cultures, piritud traditions histories and phiosophies, especialy their rights to their lands

territories and resouraces,

PP6 Further recognzngthe urgent need to respect and pronote the rights of indigenous

peoples affi rmed in treaties, agreements and oher condrudive arrangements with Sates,

PP7 Wdcoming the fact tha indigenouspeoples are organizing themselves for political,
economic, vda and cultural enhancement and in orde to bring an end t all forms of

discrimination and oppreasion wherever they occur,

PP8 Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments affecting them
and ther lands territories and resouraes will enable them to maintain and drengthen their
ingitutions cultures and traditions andto promote their developmentin accordance with their
aspirationsand reeds

PP9 Recognizing ako that respect for indigenousknowledge cultures and traditional
practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proger management of the

environment,

PP10 Emphaszngthecontribution of the demilitarization of the landsand territories of
indigenouspeoples to peace, economnic and ocia progress and development, understanding and

friendly relationsamong rationsand peoples of the world,

PP11 Recognizing in paticular the right of indigenousfamilies and cmmmunities to
retain shared responsbility for the upbringing, raining, eluctionand well-being d ther
children, congstent with the rights of thechild,

PP12 Recognizing also that indgenouspeoples have theright freely to determinether
relationshipswith Sates in aspirit of coexistence, mutud benefit and full respect,

PP13 Consderingthat the rights affirmed in treaties, agreements and congructive
arrangements beween Sates and indigenous peoples are, in ome stuaions matters of

internaiond concern, interest, responsbility and dharacter,
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PP13 Also congderingthat treaties, agreements and oher condructive arrangements,
and the rdationship they represent, arethe basis for astrengthened patnership beween
indigenouspeoples and Sates,

PP14 Acknowledging tha the Chater of the United Nations the Internaiond Covenant
on Economic, Soda and Cuturd Rightsand the Internaiond Covenant on Cil and Political
Rights affi rm the fundamental importance of the right of self-determination ofall peoples, by
virtue of which they freely determinether political satusand fresly pursiether economic,
sodal and cultural development,

PP15 Bearingin mndtha nothingin this Declaration may be used to deny any peoples

thar right of self-determination, exercised in conformity with internaiond law,

PP15 his Convnced that the recogntion of therights of indigenouspeoplesin this
Declaration will enhance harmoniousand coopeative relationsbeween the State and indigenous
peoples, based on priciples of judice, danocracy, respect for human rights, nondiscriminaion
and good féh,

PP16 Encouraging States to comply with and dfectively implement all their odigaions
as they apply to indigenouspeoples under internaiond ingruments, in paticular those related to

human rights, in conailtation and coopeation with the peoples concerned,

PP17 Emphaszngtha the United Nations has an important and continuing rdeto play
in pronoting and protecting the rights of indigenouspeoples,

PP18 Believing that this Declaration is a further important step forward for the
recognition, pronotion and proection of herights and freedons of indigenouspeoples and in

the development of rdevant activities of the United Nationssystem in thisfield,

PP18 bis Recognzing and eaffirming that indigenousindividuals are entitled without
discriminationto dl human rights recognized in internaional law, and tha indigenous peoples
possess collective rights which are indispensable for thar existence, well-being andintegrd

development as peoples,
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PP19 Solkmnly prodaims the following United NationsDeclaration onthe Rights
of IndigenousPeoples as a sandard of achievement to be pursued in a pirit of partnership and
mutud respect,

Article 1

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto the full enjoyment, as a collective or &
individuds, of al human rights and fundanental freedoms as recognized in the Cherter of the
United Nations the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and internaiond humen rights law.

Article 2

Indigenouspeoples and individuals are free and equd to all other peoples and individuds
and have the rightto befree from any kind of discrimination,in the exercise of their rights, in

paticular that based on her indigenousorigin or identity.
Article 3

Indigenouspeoples have the right of self-determinaion. By vrtue of that right they
freely degerminether pditica satusand freely pursietheir econornic, sodal and culturd

development.
Article 3 bis (former Article 31)

Indigenouspeoples, in exercising their right to lf-deerminaion, have therightto
autonony or =lf-government in matters relating o their internal andloca affairs, as well as
ways and meansfor financing ther autonanousfundions

Article4

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto maintain and drengthen their distinct political, legd,
econoric, socia and cultural ingitutions while retaining ther rights to participae fully, if they
so choog, in the political, econamic, sodal and adlturd life of the State.
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Article 5
Every indigenousindividual has the right to anaionality.
Article 6

1. Indigenousindividuals have therights to life, physca and mental integrity,

liberty and security of pason.

2. Indigenouspeoples have the collective right to live in freedom, peace and security
as distinct peoples and shdl not be subjected to any act of genacide or any other act of violence,

induding forcibly removing children of the group b another group.

Article 7
1. Indigenouspeoples and individuals have the right notto besubjected to forced
assimilation or detruction oftheir culture.
2. States shdl provide eff ective mechanismsfor prevention of,and redress for:

@ Any action which has theaim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as

distinct peoples, or of teir cultural vaues or éhnic identities;

(b)  Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of ther lands

territories or resourass;

() Any form of forced popuétion rander which has theaim or effect of violating or

undemining any of ther rights;

(d)  Any formof forced assimilation or ntegraion byother cultures or ways of life

imposd on hem by legidative, administrative or adher measures;

(e) Any form of propgiandadesigned to pranote or incite racial or géhnic

discrimination drected agang them.
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Article 8 (ddeted)
Article 9

Indigenouspeoples and individuals have the right to belong b an indigenouscommunity
or naion, in accordance with the traditions and augoms of the community or naion concerned.

No discriminaion of any kind may arise from the exercise of such aright.
Article 10

Indigenouspeoples shdl notbeforcibly removed from their landsor territories. No
relocation dl take place withoutthe free, prior and informed congent of theindigenouspeoples
concerned and dter agreement on just and fair compensation and, where possible, with the

option of raurn.
Article 11 (deeted)
Article 12

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto practice and revitalize their culturd
traditionsand augoms. Thisindudes therightto maintain, proect and develop the past, present
and future manifestationsof their cultures, such as archaeological and historical dtes, artefacts,

designs ceremonies, technologes and visud and peforming ats and literature.

2. States shdl provde redress through éective mechanisms, which may include
restitution, developed in conjundion with indigenouspeoples, with respect to their culturd,
intellectud, religiousand iritud property taken withou ther free, prior andinformed consent

or in violation of their laws, traditionsand cusoms.
Article 13

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto manifest, practice, develop and teach ther
spiritud and rdigioustraditions cusgoms and ceremonies; the right to maintain, prdect, and
have access in privacy to their religiousand aulturd gtes; theright to the use and control of ther

ceremonia oljects; andtheright to the repatriation of their human remains
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2. States shd| seek to enable the access and/or repatriation of ceremonial objects and
human remainsin their possession throudh fair, trangparent and dfective mechanisms developed

in conjundion with indigenouspeoples concerned.
Article 14

1. Indigenouspeoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and tranamit to future
geneationsthar histories, languages, ord traditions philosophies, writing s/stemsand
literatures, andto designate and reain their own names for communities, places and persons

2. States shd| take effective measures to enaurethisrightis protected and dso to
enaure tha indigenouspeoples can undestand and beunderstood in poitical, legal and
administrative proceedings where necessary through he provision ofinterpretation or by oher

approprite means
Article 15

1. Indigenouspeoples have the right to establish and control ther educationd
systems and inditutionsproviding education in their own languayes, in a mannea appropriate to

ther culturd methodsof teachingand learning.

2. Indigenousindividuals, paticularly children, have the rightto dl levels and foms

of education of he State without discriminaion.

3. States shdl, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, take effective measures, in
orde for indigenousindviduds, paticularly children, induding those living ousidether
communities, to have access, when posible, to an education in ther own culture and provided in

ther own language.
Article 16

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto the dignity and diversity of their cultures,
traditions histories and aspirationswhich shdl be approprately refl ected in education and pubic

information.
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2. States shdl take effective measures, in conaultation and copeation with the
indigenouspeoples concerned, to comba prgudice and diminate discrimination and to pronote
tolerance, uncerstanding and good réations anong ndigenouspeoples and dl other segments of
sodety.

Article 17

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto establish their own mediain ther own
languayes andto have access to dl forms of nontindigenousmedia withou discriminaion.

2. States shd| take effective measures to enaure tha State-owned media duly refl ect
indigenousculturd diversity. Sates, without prgudice to ensuring full freedom of expression,

should encourage privately-owned media to adequaely refl ect indigenousculturd diversity.
Article 18

1. Indigenousindividuals and peples have theright to enjoy fully dl rights
established under applicableinternational and donestic [abourlaw.

2. States shdl in conaultation and moperation with indigenouspeoples take specific
measures to proect indigenouschildren from econormic exploitation and fromperforming any
work thét is likely to be hazardousor 1o interfere with the childOsducation, or b be harmful to
the childOsealth or physcal, mental, spiritud, moral or oda development, takinginto accourt

ther specia vulnerability andtheimportance of eduction far their empowerment.

3. Indigenousindividuals have theright notto besubjected to any dscriminatory

conditionsof labour and, inter alia, enployment or slary.
Article 19

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto paticipaein decision-making in matters which
would dfect ther rights, through epresentatives chosen by hemselves in accordance with ther
own proedures, as well asto maintain and develop their own indigenousdecision-making

ingitutions
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Article 20

States shdl conault and coopeaate in goodfaith with the indigenouspeoples concerned
through har own representative inditutionsin orde to ob&in thar free, prior andinformed
conent before adopting and implementing legidative or administrative measures that may affect

them.
Article 21

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto maintain and develop their pditical,
econormic and odal systems or inditutions, to besecure in the enjoyment of their own means of
subsistence and development, and to engage freely in dl their traditiond and oher economic

activities.

2. Indigenouspeoples deprived of their means of subsstence and development are

entitled to jug and far redress.
Article 22

1. Indigenouspeoples have the right, withoutdiscrimination, to theimprovement of
ther economic and dal conditions induding, inter alia, in the areas of eduation,

employment, voational training and reraining, housng, @nitation, health and da security.

2. States shd| take effective measures and, where approprate, pecial measures to
ensure continuing improvement of their econonic and odal conditions Particular attention
shdl bepad to the rights and ecia needs of indigenouseders, women, youh, dildren and
personswith disabilities.

Article 22 bs

1. Particular atention shal bepad to the rights and gecia neads of indigenous
elders, women, youh, children and personswith disabilities in the implementation d this
Declaration.
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2. States shdl take measures, in conjunctionwith indigenouspeoples, to ensurethat
indigenouswomen and children enjoy thefull protectionand guaantees againg all forms of

violence and discrimination.
Article 23

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto deermine and develop piiorities and drategies for
exercisingthear rightto development. Inparticular, indigenouspeoples have theright to be
actively invdved in developing and cetermining helth, housngand other econamic and dal
progranmes aff ecting them and, as far as possible, to administer such progammes through har

own ingitutions
Article 24

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto ther traditiond medicines and o maintain
ther health practices, induding the conservation of heir vital medicinal plants, animals and
mineras. Indigenousindividuds aso have theright to access, withoutany discriminaion, o all

socia and health services.

2. Indigenousindividuals have an equal right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable sandard of physcal and mental health. Sates shdl take the necessary stepswith a

view to achieving progessively thefull realization ofthisright
Article 25

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto maintain and grengthen their distinctive spiritual
relationship with their traditiondly owned or oherwise occupied and usd lands territories,
waters and mastal seas and oher resouraes and to uphod thar responsbilities to future

geneationsin this regard.
Article 26

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto thelands territories and resources which
they have traditionally owned, accupied o otherwise used or aquired.
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2. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto own, us, develop and control thelands
territories and resources that they possess by reason of raditiond ownership or oher traditiond

occupdion or ug, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.

3. States shdl give legd recogritionand proectionto these lands territories and
resources. uch recogntion sdl beconducted with due respect to the cusoms, traditionsand

land tenure systems of theindigenouspeoples concerned.
Article 26 bs

States shdl establish and implement, in conjundion with indigenouspeoples concerned,
afair, independent, impartial, open and rangarent process, giving due recognition © indigenous
peoplesO dws, traditions cusoms and land tenuresystems, to recognize and ajudicate the rights
of indigenouspeoples pertaining © ther lands territories and resources, induding those which
were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or ugd. Indigenouspeoples shdl have theright

to paticipae in this process.
Article 27

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto redress, by meansthat can induderestitution
or, when thisis not posible, of ajug, fair and equitable compensation, forthe lands territories
and resources which they have traditionally owned or oherwise occupied or ugd, and which
have been confiscated, taken, accupied, used or damaged withoutthdr free, prior and informed

consent.

2. Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by he peoples concerned, compensation
shdl take the form of lands territories and resources equd in qudity, Sze andlegd statusor of

mondary compensation or dher appropiate redress.
Article 28

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto the conservation and prdection ofthe
environment and the produdive capecity of ther landsor territories and resources. States shdl
establish andimplement assistance programmes for indigenouspeoples for such conservation

and proection, withou discrimination.
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2. States shdl take effective measures to ensure tha no gorage or dsposal of
hazardousmaterials shdl take place in the landsor territories of indigenouspeopleswithoutther

free, prior and informed consent.

3. States shdl also take effective measures to enaure, as needed, tha progranmes
for monitoring, maintaining and restoring the health of indigenouspeoples, as developad and

implemented by te peoples affected by such materias, are duy implemented.
Article 28 bis

1. Military activities shdl na take placein the landsor territories of indigenous
peoples, unless judified by asgnificant threat to relevant pulic interest or oherwise freely
agreed with or requested by theindigenous peoples concerned.

2. States shdl uncertake eff ective conaultationswith the indigenouspeoples
concerned, through @propiate procedures and in paticular through heir representative

ingitutions prior to usng their landsor territories for military activities.
Article 29

1 Indigenouspeoples have the rightto maintain, control, protect and develop thar
culturd heitage, traditional knowledge and traditiond cultural expressions as well asthe
manifestationsof their sciences, techndoges and altures, induding hunman and genetic
resources, seeds, medicines, knowledgeof the propeties of fauna and flora, ord traditions
literatures, designs sports and traditiond games and visud and performingarts. They dso have
therightto maintain, control, protect and develop their intellectud propety over such aultural
heritage, traditional knowedge andtraditiond culturd expressions

2. In conjundion with indgenouspeoples, States shdl take eff ective measures to
recognize and prdect the exercise of these rights.

Article 30

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto deermine and develop piiorities and

strategies for the development or us of their landsor territories and aher resources.
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2. States shdl conailt and coopeate in goodfaith with theindigenouspeoples
concerned through heir own representative ingditutionsin orde to obain ther free and informed
consent prior to the approvd of any project affecting their landsor territories and oter
resources, paticularly in connection with the development, utilization or eploitation of thar

mineral, water or other resouraes.

3. States shdl provide eff ective mechanismsfor jug and far redress for any such
activities, and goproprate measures shdl be taken to mitigate adverse environmental, econoric,
sodal, culturd or iritual impact.

Article 31 (ddeted - new Article 3 bis)
Article 32

1. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto deermine their own identity or membership
in accordance with their cugoms and traditions This does notimpair theright of indigenous
individuds to obain dtizenship of the States in which they live.

2. Indigenouspeoples have the rightto daermine the structures and o slect the
membership of ther inditutionsin accordance with ther own pracedures.

Article 33

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto pronote, develop and maintain ther inditutional
structures and their distinctive cusoms, siritudity, traditions proedures, practices and, in the
cases where they exigt, juridical systems or augoms, in accordance with international human
rights sandads

Article 34

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto deermine the responsbilities of individual s to ther

communities.
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Article 35
1. Indigenouspeoples, in particular those divided by internaiond borders, have the
rightto maintain and develop mniacts, rdationsand mogperation, including activities for

spiritud, cultural, political, econanic and socia purpogs, with their own members as well as

other peoples across bordes.

2. States, in conaultation and aoperation with indigenouspeoples, shdl take

effective measures to facilitate the exercise and ensure the implementation ofthis right
Article 36

1. Indigenouspeoples have the right to the recognition, obgrvance and enforcement
of Treaties, Agreements and Cther Congructive Arrangements conduded with Sates or thar
successorsand o have States honour ad respect such Treaties, Agreements and dher

Congructive Arrangements.

2. Nothing in this Declaration may beinterpreted asto dminish or diminate the
rights of IndigenousPeoples cortained in Treaties, Agreements and Congructive Arrangements.

Article 37

States in conaultation and woperation with indigenouspeoples, shdl take the appraoriate

measures, induding legidlative measures, to achieve the endsof this Declaration.
Article 38

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto have access to finandia and technical assistance
from States and through nternaiond cooperation, forthe enjoyment of the rights contained in
this Declaration.

Article 39

Indigenouspeoples have the rightto have access to and pranpt decisionthrough ps and

fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and disputes with Sates or other paties, as well as
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to dfective remedies for dl infringanents of thar indvidud and allective rights. Such a
decision $dl give due consderation o the cugoms, traditions rules and legal systems of the

indigenouspeoples conarned andinternationd human rights.
Article 40

Theorgansand geciadized agencies of the United Nationssystem and oher
intergovenmental organizationsshdl contribute to the full realization of te provisionsof this
Declaration through tiemobilization, inter alia, of finandal coopeationand technical assistance.
Ways and means of ensuring paticipation of indigenouspeoples on issues affecting them shdl
be established.

Article 41

The United Nations its bodies, induding the Permanent Forum on Indgenouslssues, and
specialized agencies, including at the courtry level, and Sates, shdl pramote respect for and full
application ofthe provisonsof this Declaration and fdlow up heeffectiveness of this

Declaration.
Article 42

Therights recognized heein conditute the minimum standards for the survival, dignity

and well-bang of heindigenouspeoples of the world.
Article 43

All therights and freedoms recogrized herein ae equdly guaanteed to male and female
indigenousindividuds.

Article 44

Nothing in this Declaration may becongrued as diminishing or etinguishing the rights
indigenouspeoples have now or may acquire in the future
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Article 45

1. Nothing in this Declaration may beinterpreted as implying forany Sate, people,
group or peson any rightto engage in any activity or to perform any act contrary to the Chater
of the United Nations

2. In the exercise of therights enundated in the present Declaration, human rights
and fundamental freedoms of dl shdl berespected. Theexercise of therights set forth in this
Declaration dl be subject ony to such limitationsas are determined by law, in accordance
with international humen rights obligaions. Any auch limitationsshal be nondiscriminatory
and grictly necessary solely for the purpae of securing duerecognition and respect for therights
and freedons of others and for meeting the just and nos compdling requirements of a

democratic society.

3. The provisionsset forth in this Declaration shdl beinterpreted in accordance with
the prinaples of judice, democracy, respect for human rights, equdity, non-discriminaion, good

govanance and good féh.



